YORK

Within the walled city of York, successor to the Roman
Eboracum, the story of an ancient town, * the Capital
of the North/ can still be seen pictured in its buildings more
clearly perhaps than in any other city in England.

Nearly a century after Julius Caesar landed in Kent, the
Romans made contact with the northern tribe of the Brigantes
and about 79 A.D. the site of Eboracum became the base camp
of Agricola in his operations against the Scots. Lying on a
tongue of land between the navigable Ouse and the smaller
Foss, it quickly grew into an important military town, to be-
come under the Emperor Hadrian headquarters of the famous
Sixth Legion. Traces still remain of the Roman fortifications
and one of the four wall-towers, the Multangular Tower, has
been preserved by inclusion in the medieval walls. The town
was the residence of Emperors, whose palace was on the site
of the present King's Manor. Here Constantine the Great,
first Christian Emperor, was proclaimed and it is to his mother
that St. Helen's Church in Stonegate is dedicated. As early
as the year 314 there was a Bishop of York, but with the final
withdrawal of the Roman eagles Christianity lapsed until its
reintroduction in 627 by Paulinus. Edwin, King of Northum-
bria, urged thereto by the prayers of his wife, a Christian prin-
cess from Kent, was baptised in a wooden church on the site
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